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Title 33

ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY

Part IX.  Water Quality

Subpart 1.  Water Pollution Control
Chapter 11.
Surface Water Quality Standards
§1109.
Policy

Water quality standards policies concerned with the protection and enhancement of water quality in the state are discussed in this Section. Policy statements on antidegradation, water use, water body exception classification, compliance schedules, variances, short-term activity authorization, errors, severability, revisions to standards, and sample collection and analytical procedures are described.


A. — B.5.
…

C.
Water Body Exception Classification. Some water bodies may qualify for a water body exception classification. This classification will be made on a case-by-case basis. Whenever data indicate that a water body exception classification is warranted, the department will recommend the exception to the administrative authority for approval. In all cases where exceptions are proposed, the concurrence of EPA must be obtained and the opportunity for public participation must be provided during the exceptions review process. The general criteria of these standards shall apply to all water bodies classified as a water body exception except where a particular water body is specifically exempted. A use attainability analysis shall be conducted to justify a water body exception classification if an accompanying downgrade of a 101(a)(2) use and application of less stringent criteria is being proposed. Exceptions are allowed for the following three classifications of water bodies.



1. — 2.d.
…



3.
Naturally Dystrophic Waters



a.
Naturally dystrophic waters are include waters that receive large amounts of natural organic material largely of terrestrial plant origin, are commonly stained by the decomposition of such organic material, and are low in dissolved oxygen because of natural conditions. Only those water bodies primarily affected by nonanthropogenic sources of oxygen-demanding substances or naturally occurring cycles of oxygen depletion will be considered for classification as naturally dystrophic waters. These water bodies typically include or are surrounded by wetlands (e.g., bottomland hardwood forests, freshwater swamps and marshes, or intermediate, brackish, or saline marshes) and have sluggish, low-gradient flows most of the year. Naturally dystrophic water bodies, though seasonally deficient in dissolved oxygen, may fully support fish and wildlife propagation and other water uses. Low dissolved oxygen concentrations (less than 5 mg/l) may occur seasonally during the warmer months of the year in naturally dystrophic water bodies.


C.3.b. — K.6.
…

AUTHORITY NOTE:
Promulgated in accordance with R.S. 30:2074(B)(1).


HISTORICAL NOTE:
Promulgated by the Department of Environmental Quality, Office of Water Resources, LR 10:745 (October 1984), amended LR 15:738 (September 1989), LR 17:264 (March 1991), LR 17:966 (October 1991), LR 20:883 (August 1994), amended by the Office of Environmental Assessment, Environmental Planning Division, LR 26:2546 (November 2000), LR 29:557 (April 2003), amended by the Office of the Secretary, Legal Affairs Division, LR 33:457 (March 2007), LR 33:828 (May 2007), amended by the Office of the Secretary, Legal Division, LR 40:2243 (November 2014), amended by the Office of the Secretary, Legal Affairs and Criminal Investigation Division, LR 46:1546 (November 2020), LR 47:
§1123.
Numeric Criteria and Designated Uses


A. — E.
…
	
Table 3.  Numeric Criteria and Designated Uses

	A-Primary Contact Recreation; B-Secondary Contact Recreation; C-Fish And Wildlife Propagation; L-Limited Aquatic Life and Wildlife Use;

D-Drinking Water Supply; E-Oyster Propagation; F-Agriculture; G-Outstanding Natural Resource Waters

	Code
	Stream Description
	Designated Uses
	Numeric Criteria

	
	
	
	CL
	SO4
	DO
	pH
	BAC
	°C
	TDS

	Atchafalaya River Basin (01)

	* * *

	Barataria Basin (02)

	* * *

	Calcasieu River Basin (03)

	* * *

	031002
	Intracoastal Waterway—From West Calcasieu River Basin western boundary to Calcasieu Ship Channel; includes Old CanalLock (Estuarine)
	A B C
	N/A
	N/A
	4.0
	6.0-8.5
	1

[25]
	35
	N/A

	* * *

	Lake Pontchartrain Basin (04)

	* * *

	041901
	Mississippi River Gulf Outlet (MRGO)—From ICWW to MRGO closure structureBreton Sound at MRGO mile 230.8  
	A B C E
	N/A
	N/A
	5.0
	6.5-9.0
	4

[25]
	35
	N/A

	* * *

	Mermentau River Basin (05)

	* * *

	Vermilion-Teche River Basin (06)

	* * *



	Mississippi River Basin (07)

	* * *



	Ouachita River Basin (08)

	* * *



	Pearl River Basin (09)

	* * *



	Red River Basin (10)

	* * *



	Sabine River Basin (11)

	* * *



	Terrebonne Basin (12)

	* * *




ENDNOTES:

[1]. — [25].
…

AUTHORITY NOTE:
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