STATE OF LOUISIANA
DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY

IN THE MATTER OF: Settlement Tracking No.

SA-WE-24-0031
CORA TEXAS MANUFACTURING
COMPANY, L.L.C.
Al #1306 WE-CN-23-00811
PROCEEDINGS UNDER THE LOUISIANA

ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY ACT
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LA. R.S. 30:2001, ET SEQ. *

SETTLEMENT AGREEMENT
The following Settlement Agreement is hereby agreed to between Cora Texas Manufacturing
Company, L.L.C. (“Respondent™) and the Department of Environmental Quality (“DEQ” or “the
Department™), under authority granted by the Louisiana Environmental Quality Act, La. R.S.
30:2001, et seq. (“the Act™).
|
Respondent is a limited liability company that owns and/or operates a raw cane sugar factory
located in White Castle, Iberville Parish, Louisiana (“the Facility™).
I
On May 7, 2024, the Department issued to Respondent a Consolidated Compliance Order &
Notice of Potential Penalty, Enforcement Tracking No. WE-CN-23-00811 (Exhibit 1).
I
In response to the Consolidated Compliance Order & Notice of Potential Penalty, Respondent

made a timely request for a hearing.



v

Respondent denies it committed any violations or that it is liable for any fines, forfeitures
and/or penalties.

\Y%

Nonetheless, Respondent, without making any admission of liability under state or federal
statute or regulation, agrees to pay, and the Department agrees to accept, a payment in the amount of
FIVE THOUSAND AND NO/100 DOLLARS ($5,000.00), of which Two Thousand Five Hundred
Fifty-Eight and 20/100 Dollars ($2,558.20) represents the Department’s enforcement costs, in
settlement of the claims set forth in this Settlement Agreement. The total amount of money
expended by Respondent on cash payments to the Department as described above, shall be
considered a civil penalty for tax purposes, as required by La. R.S. 30:2050.7(E)(1).

VI

Respondent further agrees that the Department may consider the inspection repori(s), permit
record(s), the Consolidated Compliance Order & Notice of Potential Penalty and this Settlement
Agreement for the purpose of determining compliance history in connection with any future
enforcement or permitting action by the Department against Respondent, and in any such action
Respondent shall be estopped from objecting to the above-referenced documents being considered as
proving the violations alleged herein for the sole purpose of determining Respondent's compliance
history.

VII

This Settlement Agreement shall be considered a final order of the Secretary for all purposes,

including, but not limited to, enforcement under La. R.S. 30:2025(G)(2), and Respondent hereby

waives any right to administrative or judicial review of the terms of this agreement, except such
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review as may be required for interpretation of this Settlement Agreement in any action by the
Department to enforce this Settlement Agreement.
VIII
This Settlement Agreement is being made in the interest of settling the state's claims and
avoiding for both parties the expense and effort involved in litigation or an adjudicatory hearing. In
agreeing to the compromise and Settlement Agreement, the Department considered the factors for
issuing civil penalties set forth in La. R.S. 30:2025(E) of the Act.
IX
As required by law, the Department has submiited this Settlement Agreement to the
Louisiana Attorney General for approval or rejection. The Attorney General’s concurrence is
appended to this Settlement Agreement.
X
The Respondent has caused a public notice advertisement to be placed in the official journal
of the parish governing authority in Iberville Parish, Louisiana. The advertisement, in form and
wording approved by the Department, announced the availability of this Settlement Agreement for
public view and comment and the opportunity for a public hearing. Respondent has submitted an
original proof-of-publication affidavit and an original public notice to the Department and, as of the
date this Settlement Agreement is executed on behalf of the Department, more than forty-five (45)
days have elapsed since publication of the notice.
XI
Payment is to be made within thirty (30) days from notice of the Secretary's signature. If
payment is not received within that time, this Settlement Agreement is voidable at the option of the

Department. The Respondent shall provide its tax identification number when submitting payment.
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Payments are to be made by check, payable to the Department of Environmental Quality, and mailed
or delivered to the attention of Accountant Administrator, Financial Services Division, Department
of Environmental Quality, Post Office Box 4303, Baton Rouge, Louisiana, 70821-4303. Each
payment shall be accompanied by a completed Settlement Payment Form attached hereto.
XII
In consideration of the above, any claims for penalties are hereby compromised and settled in
accordance with the terms of this Settlement Agreement.
X1
Each undersigned representative of the parties certifies that he or she is fully authorized to
execute this Settlement Agreement on behalf of his or her respective party, and to legally bind such

party to its terms and conditions.
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CORA TEXAS MANUFACTURING

COMPANY, L.L.C.
BY: _ﬁ Lo M-)
(Sighature)
& /.
(Printed)

TITLE: AE/

THUS DONE AND SIGNED in duplicate original before me this Qﬂm day of
QC}D e 20 74 at White (astle LA

State of Louisiana
Assumption Parish
Notary ID # 180960

LOUISIANA DEPARTMENT OF
ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY
Aurelia S. Giacometto, Secretary

g W Bt
J er\rl‘e‘\‘hg” I%Assistan etary

Office of Environmental Co ce

THUS DONE AND SIGNED in duplicate original before me this % day of

N zceimmloev .20 Z4 | at Baton Rouge, Louisiana.
g o
NOTARY PUBLIC-(D#-5l2&5 )
DEIDRA JOHNSON
. NOTARY PUBLIC
S8 £AST BATON ROUGE PARISH
LOUISIANA

NOTARYID NO 51205
o 13 gl)
PTG )

da
M _ 32 Sl
Approved:

Jerrie “JMang, Assistant Secretary
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ailure to Fegquest a, heating or'ta file'an gppeal or the Respondent s w!thdrawal of a request !or heiarinig on lhis
{ shall nat preciude the Raspondent from con estlng the f
amg viclation(s}, afthou;h the Respohdent is estopped

i : iy be |
10 submtt-comments, itis requested that they be submlited within ten (10} days of reneipt of this notice. .

WE-CN-23-00811 Page 2 -CONOPP FORM 1



LDEQ EDMS Document 14285636, Page 3 of §

M  additiornial spproprate anforcement setionfs), you may requesta meeting with the Departrment to present
nces oonceﬂﬂnsthevmiamn{sl 1f you would fike to have such a meeting, plesse cortact Scott B. Plerce at
=df-thi 'NOTIEE

POVENTIAL PERALTY.

ider the 1055 (evennes-af the Resporident and the monetary

slong: with a statement of the monemy beneﬂts o nongomp%ia_nce _for
mmed mntact persen within ten (10) days of recelpt of this NOTICE OF POTENTIAL rmm.

2 40 fully JUSEY that statement_ If the Resporident chosés. ot to Siubmil
enz wlthin ten (xo} days, it will bE Wewsd by the’ Department 85
3 al asoutimedlnl.a R.S 30205.

ety {90) days of achleving compllance with the (.OMPUANCE ORDER pénlcn,
, . DO NOT submit payment of the offer amount with the form. The
soonderitds to whether the offet is or is riot accépted

Department will review the seftiensent offer and 1

V, | This CONSOLIDATED COMPLIANCE ORDER l_NO‘I‘ICE OF POTENTIAL PENALTY [s efféctive iipon fecelpt.
Loulskana Deparlment of Environmental Quakity _ Department of Env{wnmemal Buality
Oifice of Enviranmental Compilance Gffice of the Secrétaty

Water enforcemant Division Past Office Box 4302

: Eost Ofﬁce 803 9312

saton Rouge, Loulsiana 70821-4302
tn:  Heatings Clérk, Legal Division
[Enforcement Inddnl No. WE-CN-23-00811

502 N i’-lﬂh Str t
8aton Rou_ge_,__t.A 10802

AND NOTICE OF POTENTIAL PENALTY, the Respondent must foliow the
i of Yhis' CONSOLIDATED COMPLIANCE ORDER AND NOTICE OF POTENTIAL

he *Right to. Appeal"

COMPLIANCE ORDER jiortion; the Respondent must demonstrate campllanice with the *Order” portion of
mipleting the attached “CONSOLIDATED COMPLIANCE ORDER AND NOTICE OF POTENTIAL PENALTY
rnlng it tothe address specified.

ure of the COMPLIANCE ORDER pariton, please contact the Financlat Setvices Divislon at 225-219-
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o The Departmen .

o The Resposident. mav offer a settlemem amount hut the Department is under no obligation to enter Intd settlement
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PDTENTIAI._ P_ENMW REQUEST TO CLOSE" form. The Respondem st Indude a ]ustmcat!on of the offer,
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’g\f\\‘?_q

Oftice of Eriviconmental Campliance

cce  Pangdea Conservation and Compliante, LLC
t/o Exin Cotbarn, P. E.
1552 €, flonachef Rd.
Zachary, LAT0791

- Request to Close
~ Settlement Brothure
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Louisiana Department of Environmental Quality
Oifice of Environmental Compliance

1 Enforcement Division
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1 Akt Scott B. Plerce
“if you have questions or need more Information, you may contact Scott B. Plerce at (125) 218-3723 o scott.plerce@la.gov.

WE-CN-23-00811 CONOPP FORM 2



The farmal '
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Wironmental project (BEP). :
WHAT & HOULD | INCLUDE IN'A' SETTLEMENT: AGREEMENT?

The Department uses the. penalty deteimmatwn method deﬁned i LAG 331,705 a5 a guideline to accepting settiement -
offers; The penalty matrix Is used to delermine. a penalty range for each. violation tizsed on the two violation specific factors, -
tha nature and gravity of the viotation arid the degree of siimpact fo human health and property.
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an extent that [ty or no umplenmtauonot requiraments occurre 5
Mouerate: Violatios that result in substantially niegating the inte s fequirements, but some iniplermentation of e requirements occurred.
Minot: Violations that result in sorrie deviation from the iitent of requirement however, substantial implementation is demonstraied.
The rangeis adjusted using the following viok :
1, history of prewious vidlabons or repezted nont
2. gross revenues penarated by the respondent,
B degreeofwtpabmr_yra@lcﬁmmdeﬁmw,or'_ ' to'regulations of ordess;
whe  Respondent s failédt to mifigiate of (o masanebteauemm!cmmgatethedamagesmsedbymemm and
on and e .swoundng circumstances ¥ mrmﬁataiy repoded 1o the depariment, and whather the




‘WHAT IS A BEP? :
‘A BEPis a project that providas epivitonmental mitigalion which the respondent is not otherwise legally required to per-
Jorm, htﬂhﬂieh the delen dent agrees ‘o underiake as a componént of the setlement agreement. :

jblio health, pollutign prevention, pokution rédiction, environmental restoration and
ymental compilance proinotion,. and ‘emérgency planning, preparedness and -
the Depatimem determines that.these projects have environmental merif

ibe ey, o anyone

' onfacth
WHERE OAN I FIND EWPLES ANO MO :

tloment Offers ... saarchable In using the followin ﬁuars
Settlemen , ,mﬁm%%%smﬁ At Mouing

oG AGIOBMBNNS ... iichoviveriunceressiorrsens e NP B : orcerment Dhdsio
y spwﬁcmﬂeambepmmdumrequest
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