STATE OF LOUISTANA
DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY

IN THE MATTER OF: Settlement Tracking No.

SA-WE-24-0051
CORA TEXAS MANUFACTURING
COMPANY, L.L.C.
Al #1306 WE-CN-23-00811
PROCEEDINGS UNDER THE LOUISIANA

ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY ACT
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*
LA. R.S. 30:2001, ET SEQ. *

SETTLEMENT AGREEMENT
The following Settlement Agreement is hereby agreed to between Cora Texas Manufacturing
Company, L.L.C. (“Respondent™) and the Department of Environmental Quality (“DEQ” or “the
Department™), under authority granted by the Louisiana Environmental Quality Act, La. R.S.
30:2001, et seq. (“the Act™).
I
Respondent is a limited liability company that owns and/or operates a raw cane sugar factory
located in White Castle, Iberville Parish, Louisiana (“the Facility™).
II
On May 7, 2024, the Department issued to Respondent a Consolidated Compliance Order &
Notice of Potential Penalty, Enforcement Tracking No. WE-CN-23-00811 (Exhibit 1).
11
In response to the Consolidated Compliance Order & Notice of Potential Penalty, Respondent

made a timely request for a hearing.



v
Respondent denies it committed any violations or that it is liable for any fines, forfeitures
and/or penalties.
v
Nonetheless, Respondent, without making any admission of liability under state or federal
statute or regulation, agrees to pay, and the Department agrees to accept, a payment in the amount of
FIVE THOUSAND AND NO/100 DOLLARS ($5,000.00), of which Two Thousand Five Hundred
Fifty-Eight and 20/100 Dollars ($2,558.20) represents the Department’s enforcement costs, in
settlement of the claims set forth in this Settlement Agreement. The total amount of money
expended by Respondent on cash payments to the Department as described above, shall be
considered a civil penalty for tax purposes, as required by La. R.S. 30:2050.7(E)(1).
VI
Respondent further agrees that the Department may consider the inspection report(s), permit
record(s), the Consolidated Compliance Order & Notice of Potential Penalty and this Settlement
Agreement for the purpose of determining compliance history in connection with any future
enforcement or permitting action by the Department against Respondent, and in any such action
Respondent shall be estopped from objecting to the above-referenced documents being considered as
proving the violations alleged herein for the sole purpose of determining Respondent's compliance
history.
VI
This Settlement Agreement shall be considered a final order of the Secretary for all purposes,
including, but not limited to, enforcement under La. R.S. 30:2025(G)(2), and Respondent hereby

waives any right to administrative or judicial review of the terms of this agreement, except such
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review as may be required for interpretation of this Seftlement Agreement in any action by the
Department to enforce this Settlement Agreement.
VIII
This Settlement Agreement is being made in the interest of settling the state's claims and
avoiding for both parties the expense and effort involved in litigation or an adjudicatory hearing. In
agreeing to the compromise and Settlement Agreement, the Department considered the factors for
issuing civil penalties set forth in La. R.S. 30:2025(E) of the Act.
IX
As required by law, the Department has submitted this Settlement Agreement to the
Louisiana Aftorney General for approval or rejection. The Attorney General’s concurrence is
appended to this Settlement Agreement.
X
The Respondent has caused a public notice advertisement to be placed in the official journal
of the parish governing authority in Iberville Parish, Louisiana. The advertisement, in form and
wording approved by the Department, announced the availability of this Settlement Agreement for
public view and comment and the opportunity for a public hearing. Respondent has submitted an
original proof-of-publication affidavit and an original public notice to the Department and, as of the
date this Settlement Agreement is executed on behalf of the Department, more than forty-five (45)
days have elapsed since publication of the notice.
XI
Payment is to be made within thirty (30) days from notice of the Secretary's signature. If
payment is not received within that time, this Settlement Agreement is voidable at the option of the

Department. The Respondent shall provide its tax identification number when submitting payment.
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Payments are to be made by check, payable to the Department of Environmental Quality, and mailed
or delivered to the attention of Accountant Administrator, Financial Services Division, Department
of Environmental Quality, Post Office Box 4303, Baton Rouge, Louisiana, 70821-4303. Each
payment shall be accompanied by a completed Settlement Payment Form attached hereto.
XII
In consideration of the above, any claims for penalties are hereby compromised and settled in
accordance with the terms of this Settlement Agreement.
X
Each undersigned representative of the parties certifies that he or she is fully authorized to
execute this Settlement Agreement on behalf of his or her respective party, and to legally bind such

party to its terms and conditions.
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CORA TEXAS MANUFACTURING

COMPANY, L.L.C.
BY:
(Signature)
(Printed)
TITLE:
THUS DONE AND SIGNED in duplicate original before me this day of
, 20 , at .

NOTARY PUBLIC (ID # )

(stamped or printed)

LOUISIANA DEPARTMENT OF
ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY
Aurelia S. Giacometto, Secretary

BY:
Jerrie “Jerry” Lang, Assistant Secretary
Office of Environmental Compliance

THUS DONE AND SIGNED in duplicate original before me this day of
, 20 , at Baton Rouge, Louisiana.

NOTARY PUBLIC (ID # )

(stamped or printed)

Approved: M

Jerrie “JMang, Assistant Secretary
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30:3001, et sa3.,

N prosess area
 wastewater (Outfal D02) nfa Bayou S a focal drainage, ol

, N N Desctiplion of Viotation e -

oopectionis) | Yhe Respondent caused and/or allowsd the slichargs of wasiewatey From 5 focallgn riot quthotized by the |

Wiy17,2023 | permit. Specificatly, during the inspaction the. Depaniment: observed an unauthorlzed disharge located |
-approximately 10 o 1§ fost from Outfal 002, :

spection sccording to the representative of the Respondent {teprassntative). Duriniy the aspection, the
representaive stated that. It was believed that the additional pipe was authorized via the current LPDES
] et due o s peaximiy t Outfall 002, A response to Watring Leter WE-L-23-00811 dated Februsry 9,
i, 2024, stated that this unauihorized dischargs was tampled weekly 3nd used total Row. measutements for

| Joading Ealculation that were Withirt peris Reikations for Outfat) 002. However, LPDES Pecrit LADC124S
does nat authorize dny discharge fram this specific Location, and does not consider this location's prosimity
| 10 Quital 002 25 an equivatent 1o Quthall 002. (ia. RS, 30:2076{AX1)(a) and LAC 33IX.50L.0) Pet responses:

dated -Februsty 9, 2024, and Febraary 28, 3034, the Respondens notifled the Department thy: the:
espundent understanis that discharges koms this location'are not authorized by LPDES Permit LADO01205,
$ peemanently discontinued discharges from this location as of August 9, 2023, Furtherriiore, the
dent plans to remove the pipe and culvert structure as soon as pond levils Mllow, which Is estimated
ré grinding Season starts In Segitember 2024,

sy 17, 2023

caused andfor wlowed the dischatge of wastewater From 2 location nét suthorized by the
ity, during the inspection the Dépattment observed an unauthorized dishatge ocated near
of Mylet Rosd Bridge, The cbiserved unauthorlzes dischiarge of wastewster from the
1 this locaticn was directly into Bayou Sigur via pipe. & tesponse to Warning Letter wi-l-
February 9, 2024, stated that this location was considered part of discharges, for which the:
iBed the Depsriment on or about June 30, 2023, of the ieed for a Planned bypats discharge .
{vorder o feplace 2 pips runaing between the maih stabllization pond and the overflow pond.
FomShis planned bypass was stated to consis of reated wastewster that had bien sabilsing

¢ rwise bie discharged from Outfalf 002, iind wovie fast

the focation of the unsyihorized dischurge
e did not correlaie with the information
repait and the bypess notification revesied

EXHIBIT
1

.

‘| which Is noted in the Find
the tame, LPDES Pernit |
Department does niot -¢on
30:2076(AN1Ke] and LAC 339X 501.0) Per responses dated Februan « : th
Respendent notHled the Depanment that dlicharges from this locatlon have been discontinued as of Auguss
9,203, but that this (ocation is currently In the process of obteining authorlislon under LPOES Petmit

LAGO01295 a3 Outf2il 005 and plans o continge discharges from Outfall 005 once sutharization s issued.
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e discharge. Of Wastewater from 4 loeation not authorlzed. by the
partment abserved #n unauthorlzed dlsharu located on the

V.

Manr.h X, 2024

ndkisns, Sections A2 & | L
pary 9, 2024 and Fehru t:that ﬁischarges
wed 8% of Auguist 9; 2023, and pians 1@ fempve the pipe
allove; which is estlingted to be done before grinding season

raintain corplance
15 described in the
fings of Fact” portion.

i td the Enfor ment: Divisioh, within’ thlrty (?.Dfdays after recelpt-of this Com i fiuen fepntt that

uest for’ an adjudlca;orv haaring thall specifv the provisinns of tha COMPLIANCE DRDER an whlch the heaﬂng ® Yequested
the b basis _fer the request Thls reques; should reference the: £nfof¢ement Tracklng Numher and Agency

. _
: ,Departmenl may amend of supplem
_ opportuﬂiw for the preparatlsn '

ppeal or the Res'pon‘gient“s withgrawal of a request fﬁr hearing oh -t_hi's_ )
it fraf contesting the findings of facts in any subsequent penalty action
it is ‘estopped from objecting to this COMPLIANCE ORDER becaming #

red dollars ($32,500) may be assessed for each’ day of viglation. The

At 1o La. 3(8), you are h e!;rv notified that the tssua nalty assessment s being considered for the
ulation{si described hérein, Wiittesi coriients may be filed regarding the i{s} and the contemplated penalty. If you elect
to submit comments, it is requested that they be submitted within ten {10) days of receipn of this natice.
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Wrth lhg Department to preseht

i 3 htv {180) days of receipt of this NOTICE
ty {90) days of achieving compliance with the COMPLIANCE ORDER partion,
e offer, PO.NOT subimit payment of the offer smount with the form. The
! Bt s or &s not accepted.

etai
Post Ofﬂce Box 4302
Baton Roisge, Loufsiana 70821-4302
Atin: Hezelngs Clerk, Legal Division
Re; Enforcement Tracking No. WE-CN-23-00811
Agency intecest No, 1305

Physkcal Address (if hind delivered):

Departrment of Envicanmental Quality
‘602 N Fifth Street
Baton Rouge, LA. 70802

gufdeilngs set fcrth In the ‘Rﬁght to Agpeal' portion nf this CON
PENALTY,

»  Torequést clésure of the COMPLIANCE ORBER portion, the Respondent must demonstrate compllance with the "Qrder  poition; of
" this COMPIANCE ORDER by oompieling the attached “CONSOLUDATED COMPLIANCE OR{JER AND NOTICE GF POTENTIAL PENALYY
REQUEST YO CLOSE" fofm and returning It to the address specified.
o Before feguesting closure of the COMPLIANCE ORDER portion, please contict the Finasictal Setvices Division at 225-219-
3865 of emall them at -DEQ-WWWFinandialServices@la.gov to determine if you awe outstanding fees..

*  To expedite closure of the NOTICE OF POTENTIAL PENALTY portion, the Respondent may offer a settlement amount to resclve any
claimi for clvit penaluies for the.viglation(s) desciibed herein.
o The Départment assesses civil penaltles based an LAC 33:1.Subpartl Chapter?.
o The Respondent may. offer a settiement amoint But the Department Is under na obligation to enter Into settlement
negdtiations. [t is decidid upon on a discretionary basls.

o The settlement offer amount may be antered on the attackied “CONSOLIDATED COMPLIANCE ORDER AND NOTICE OF
- POTENTIAL PENALTY HEQUESTTO CLOSE™ form. The Respondent must Include = justification of the offer.

o DO NOT submit pdyment of the offer amount with the form. The Departrrient will review the settiement offer and notify
the Respondent as to whether ihe offer is or Is not accepted.

o Before requesting closure of the NUTICE OF POTENTIAL PENALTY portion, please contact the Financial Services Divislon
a1225-219-3865 OF Emall thern at DO wwananciaIServicesgggov 1o determine If you owe outstanding fees.

I youi have questlons of nesd more Information, you may cortact Scott B. Plerce at (225) 219-3723 or scott.pierce@la.gov.

%_ Date: Aﬁy
Jeryjy

Assisstant Secretary
Office of Environmental Compliance

e Pangiea Conservation and Compliance, LLC
€/o Erin Colborn, #, €.
1952 €. Flonacher Rd.
-Zachary, LA 70791

Ataghmentis)
- Request to Close
- Settiement Brochyre
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(o T TR
,_m-»-re——-w-: ““trhm@& | {225)219-9723

_White Casda Facility
32505 La. Hwy 1

= ; -. o meCastle.LA'“lﬁ?g&
7 ST [ibewile

[c‘iredc the nppﬂmble optioflJ
1. pondent is not lnterested in entering into settferment negotlatlons with the Depariment with the understanding hat the
| T f Department has the rlght toassess dvll penalties based on lAc 33 Subpam Chapter'l

esolve any claim for civil pensities for the vielations in NOTICE OF POTENTIAL PENALTY (WE-CN-23-00811), the
] ed in entering into settiément negatlatlons with the Department and would like to set up a meeting to
edures.

2im for I:MI penallies fot the v!olatkms Iﬁ NOTICE OF POTENTIAL PENA&TY IWE CN-23—00811}, the

Respondent's Signature A Reéspondent’s Printed ﬁpmel ' Respondent’s Yitte

Respondent’s Physical Address Respondeni’s Phone # Date
MAIL COMP[.ETED DOCUMENT 'FO TRE ADDRESS BELOW:

Louisiana Department of Envirdnmental Quality
Offige of Environmental Compliance
Enforcemem biviston

Pnst Offica Box 4312

lf you have questions o need more information, you may confact Scott B, Plerce at (225) 219-3723 or scott.lerce@la.gov.
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| '“ts-for appfnval hy the Assist 'tsecretary of the Qfﬂce of Environmental Compliance, 7
"t is drafted and sani 10 th Atlomey General's. office: where the' Altomey'Generat has'a 90 day
'Hs reqwred o run- a'pub{u’: Totice in an. ofﬁc!al Iourna andlor

:newSpaper of general circutation in each affectésl i ,
“the public to submit comments. Once the Depar : ’ , :
both parties. The Depattment then forwards a letter to the respons ble party to esta , h 4 paymant plan andlor beneﬂcial

- -environmental project (BEB)..
- WHAT SHOULD | INCLUDE IN A SETTLEMENT AGF!EEMENT?
The. Depaﬂment uses the-penatty de(ermmatwn'method defined in LAC

offars, The penatty matrix 15 used to delerniine a penalty range for each violati
the natlire and gravity of the viotation and the degree of risk/impact to human health and pmperty

Degree of Risk to Human Health or.Property
Major; (actual measurablg hanm or substantial risk of harm) A yiolatibn of majof impact fo ari environmental resource or a azar] characterized
by high volume andicr Fequent accurrence andior high poliigtant coticantyation.
Modarate: (pofential for measufable detrimental impacy A violation of maderate impact and hazard may be one charactarizad by tecasional
occurrence andlor pollutant corcenttation that g | be sxpecled to havi a detrimantal effect under certain conditions
Minor: {nio hamm o risk of hiarm) A violation of minor impact ars isolated single inciderices and that cause no measiable detrimental effect of
aré administrativa in natyre,
Nature and Gravity of the Violation ) _
Major: Violations of statules; regulafions, orders, permit limits, of permit requitements halresult v negating the Intent of ihe requirement fo such
an gxtent that fitle or no implementation of fequirsmients occured , b
Moderate: Violations that resukt in sibstantially négafing the intent of the requirements, but some implementafion of tie- requiremenis oocurred,
Minor: Violations thist resuilt in some deviabion from the intent of the requitement; however, subsiantial implementation is demonstraled.
The range Is adiusted using the following violator specific factors:
1 history of previous violatiohs or repeated noncompliance;
2. gross revenues generated by the respoadent,
3 degreabfwlpéhlaty. recalcitrance, defiance, o rdifferarics b regulations or orders;
[} w!wlhefﬁaeﬂaspmdenthasfaiedtomﬁga{aoﬂnmakeateasénablsaﬁernpttomtbgateihedammesoausedbymevioiatm and
- 5, Whethef the violation and the surmanding Circimatances Werb immediately fepoited to the depadment; and whether the
measmﬂﬁwmaemmmmmwmwmeﬂesmem




LDEQ-EDMS Do¢ inierit. 14285636, Page 6. 0£6.. ... ..

&wﬁwmmms j pald, the Degarment 564 he applcabl judcial neres,
itment adds all fesponse costs incluiding bit ot limited to, the cost of conducting dnspections, and e
xeparation of reporis and Issuinig enforcement actions.

WHAT IS ABEP? g
"ABEPIs a project that providas for environmental mitigation whick the respondent is not otherwise legally required to per-
“form, but which the defendantrespandent agrées (o undertske as acomponent of the settlement agreement. |
Project categories for BEPs include public healh, prevention, poliution reduction, environmental restoration and

taction; assessments: and: audils, environmental compliance promotion, and emergency planinifg, preiaredness and -
: projects: may beconsideredﬁmeDepaﬁmentdetennlnesmatmesewo]echeenWmnmntalm :
s fuﬂy consistent with the intent of the BEP regulations. f
ENS IF MY OFFER IS REJECTED?
el ted by the Assistant Secrelary, the Legal Division wil contact the responsible perty, of anyone
: contact in the seftiemant offer; to discuss any discrspances,

MORE INFORMATION?

_SetﬂemenlOﬁefs R A8 rine e SEGTCHEDNG 11 EDMS using the following filers
o muwurm&mummﬁmm )

S‘M!Agmnts ------ R LA R LY T PPN s YO PR Ry prrrers Jg 1'.{*;31 , Fi G
-speclﬁemphsmbepmﬂedumremt

Penalty Determination Mathod .. :

Benefictal Environmental Projects ...






