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Brownfields Program 
Overview



US EPA Region 6 Location



The EPA Brownfields Program is:

 Voluntary
 Collaborative

Emphasizes:
 Partnerships
 Community Building
 Sustainability



What is a Brownfields?
A brownfield is a real property, the expansion, 
redevelopment, or reuse of which may be 
complicated by the presence or potential 
presence of a hazardous substance, pollutant, or 
contaminant.

Statutory definition found in the Comprehensive Environmental 
Response, Compensation and Liability Act (CERCLA) §101 (39)

What is the purpose of the 
program?
Cleaning up and reinvesting in these properties 
increases local tax bases, facilitates job growth, 
utilizes existing infrastructure, takes 
development pressures off of undeveloped, 
open land, and both improves and protects the 
environment.



How big of a problem are brownfields, really?
2021 Update: Map shows contaminated or potentially contaminated properties that received EPA 

resources, as of the end of 2020 and 2015-2019 ACS Census Data



How does the EPA Brownfields Program work?

State/Tribal 
Response 
Programs Assessment 

Grants

Revolving 
Loan Funds

Multipurpose 
Grants

Job Training 
Grants

Cleanup 
Grants

Targeted 
Brownfields 
Assessments

Technical 
Assistance 



BROWNFIELDS PROGRAM TOOLS:

 128(a) Grant: Funds given to State and Tribal Nations to 
manage a brownfields program.

 104(k) Grant:  Competitive grants awarded each year.

 EPA TBA Service:  Targeted Brownfields Assessment (TBA) 
program is a non-competitive service for environmental 
assessments.

 TAB Service:  Technical Assistance to Brownfields (TAB) is a 
non-competitive service for brownfields projects.



 Competitive 104(k) Brownfields Grants are:
 Multi-Purpose (every other year)
 Assessment
 Revolving Loan Fund (RLF) (every other year)
 Cleanup

 Job Training (FY25 deadline Aug 15th)

The competitive grant process is hosted once a year across all 
EPA Regions (not just Region 6).  New guidelines are normally 
released around the September timeframe. 

Competitive 
Grant 
Services

MAC ARC



Anticipated FY25 Competition Timeline

Timeframe Milestone
June to July EPA Updates the Proposal Guidelines
August to September The Guidelines Undergo Agency Review
September EPA Publishes the Proposal Guidelines
Late September/Early October National & Regional Guideline Outreach 

webinars:
• Assessment Grants
• Multipurpose/RLF/Cleanup

November Application Submission Deadline – TBD
December to April EPA Reviews Applications
April/May EPA Announcement of Selections

**Dates are subject to change** 
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https://www.epa.gov/brownfields/applications-fy-2024-brownfields-multipurpose-
assessment-and-cleanup-grant-competition

https://www.epa.gov/brownfields/applications-fy-2024-brownfields-multipurpose-assessment-and-cleanup-grant-competition
https://www.epa.gov/brownfields/applications-fy-2024-brownfields-multipurpose-assessment-and-cleanup-grant-competition






Total Assessments vs Cleanups 
from 2006 to 2024

333 35



 Non-Competitive Brownfields Services are:
 Targeted Brownfield Assessments (TBA) 
 Technical Assistance to Brownfields (TAB)

Requests for non-competitive services are made on a 
year-around basis.   

Non-
Competitive 
Services



TBA Services
Phase I 

Environmental 
Site Assessment 

(ESA)

Phase II ESA
Asbestos and/or 
Lead-based Paint 

Survey

Phase III
Cleanup 

Planning/ABCA

Site assess 
agreement is 

needed.

Services do not include:
States can also 

provide TBA 
services.



#1  - Is the Potential Property Eligible?

Vacant Properties Abandoned 
Commercial Properties Former Service Stations



#2 - Is the Applicant Eligible?

Potentially
Liable
Parties



Quiz

Vacant Properties Abandoned 
Commercial Properties Former Service Stations

Property #1 Property #3Property #2



TBA Application Page 1 – Applicant Information



TBA Application Page 2 – Property Details



TBA Application Page 3 -  Access Agreement



EPA Region 6 Brownfields Website
• Includes information, contacts, and forms to apply for a TBA 
• Facts on Technical Assistance and Grants Resources 
• Information on State Cleanup Programs
• Success Stories

https://www.epa.gov/brownfields/r6

Link to EPA Info:

https://www.epa.gov/brownfields/r6


Attend the 
EPA Region 6

Brownfields Conference 
in Dallas, Texas
July 23-25, 2024

Sneak peek at topics: 

• Brownfields Eligibility and Liability
• Environmental Justice & Climate Change
• Procurement Requirements
• The Build America Buy America Act (BABA)

To Join Our Weekly Newsletter, Please Send A Request To:
Ervin.wendy@epa.gov

mailto:Ervin.wendy@epa.gov


Questions?

Former 
Brownfields site 
in Dallas, TX

Contact Information:

Ms. Althea Foster
foster.althea@epa.gov
214-665-2268

Ms. Roxanne Welch
welch.roxanne@epa.gov
214-665-2235

mailto:foster.althea@epa.gov
mailto:welch.roxanne@epa.gov
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