
Putting the Horse Back in Front of 
the Cart

Using Technical Assistance for 
Community Brownfield 
Inventories:



Overview

• What Are Brownfields?
• The Importance of Brownfield Inventories
• Challenges in the Traditional Approach
• Using Brownfield Technical Assistance
• Benefits of This Approach
• Case Studies
• Best Practices



Brownfields Small Technical 
Assistance Grant
• Small Technical Assistance Grants created to 
help small communities, Indian tribes, rural 
areas and disadvantaged communities lay the 
groundwork to address Brownfield sites.

• Technical Assistance to the target community 
can include parcel-based, GIS-mapped brownfield 
inventory, support community engagement 
efforts, and facilitate visioning and planning 
efforts.



What are Brownfields?

Brownfields in rural communities can take on 
various forms, and their appearance may differ 
from those in urban or industrial areas. While 
rural brownfields share common characteristics 
with their urban counterparts, they often have 
distinct features due to the rural setting.
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