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?
Future Markets

Agricultural Marketing Act of 1946
§1621. Congressional declaration of purpose; use of existing facilities; cooperation 
with States
The Congress declares that a sound, efficient, and privately operated system for distributing 
and marketing agricultural products is essential to a prosperous agriculture and is
indispensable to the maintenance of full employment and to the welfare, prosperity, and 
health of the Nation…



Local and Regional Foods Division 
(LRFD) Branches
• Research: Explore common challenges that local and regional food 

system stakeholders face by providing research and data that supports 
market access and transparency. 

• Outreach & Technical Assistance: Works with USDA agencies and 
external partners to share challenges and opportunities related to market 
access and development in the local and regional food system community.

• Regional Food Business Centers: Establishing Regional Centers that 
will provide coordination, technical assistance, and capacity building 
support to small and midsize food and farm businesses, with a focus on 
processing, distribution and aggregation, and market access challenges. 





Getting Started
The USDA Wholesale Markets and Facility Design program can assist 
markets with many of their architectural design needs.



Initial Kick-off Meeting
Some things we will talk about…

SITE SELECTION CONSTRUCTION TYPE GOALS TIMELINE



Programming
Some things we will talk about…

TYPE OF FACILITY WHAT ARE THE 
RESTRICTIONS?

WHO ARE YOU SERVING? WISHLIST



Design
Services include:

• Site selection (space planning, layout, etc.);
• Initial design concept (sketches, 

programming, floor plans, elevations, etc.);
• 3D Renderings;
• Coordination with local design 

professionals as a non-contracted third 
party;

• Review of environmental issues/impacts;
• and building cost study



Project Examples
The USDA Wholesale Markets and Facility Design program can assist 
markets with many of their architectural design needs.



Processing and Distribution



Terminal Market



Wholesale Market
Technical Request

• Site Visit
• Catalog Original Documents
• Survey Existing Building 

Conditions
• Review Building Compliance
• Develop 3D Building Models
• Provide Architectural Drawings 

• Floor Plans
• Building Sections
• 3D Renderings





Community Food Systems



Multi-use Facilities



Seafood Facilities



Local and Regional Food Systems

Adapted from: Shri, C.; Williams, C.E; Wilkins, J. & Eames-Sheavly, M. 
2011







Thank you

Ron Batcher, AIA – USDA  
ronald.batcher@usda.gov
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