
[image: image1.png]



[image: image2.wmf] 



[image: image3.png]



State of Louisiana

Department of Environmental Quality
                

For Immediate Release

Contact:

Rodney Mallett

July 28, 2004

Telephone:
(225) 219-3964

ENVIRONMENTAL NEWS

Illegal dumping leads to charges for Tangipahoa man

BATON ROUGE -- A truck driver turned himself in to Louisiana Department of Environmental Quality investigators on Friday, July 30, after being charged with illegal disposal of solid waste.

Warren Lambert, of Tangipahoa Parish, was booked into the Livingston Parish jail for dumping aluminum hydroxide on the entrance ramp to I-12 at the Livingston Parish exit. Lambert, who was driving for Danny Ray Trucking, was taking the load to Savannah, Ga., according to DEQ investigators. However, Lambert’s load was over its limit and he would have faced fines at weigh stations along the way.

“Illegal dumping is very common,” said Peter Ricca, DEQ’s Environmental Manager for Criminal Investigations. “People will dump illegally to save money or time. However, when they are caught, the ramifications could end up costing more than if they handled the material properly to start with.”

Aluminum hydroxide is not hazardous and poses no risk to human health or the environment.  Lambert faces a $25,000 fine and a year in prison, or both, for illegally dumping 2,000 pounds of the sand-like material on June 30.

“There were responders from state police, DEQ, the Department of Transportation, the US Army and local authorities,” Ricca said. “We didn’t know what the material was at first and had to treat it has hazardous. That takes up a lot of time and money.”
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