
Vehicle Mercury Switch Removal Best Management Practice

This best management practice (BMP) is guidance to help Louisiana licensed Dismantlers and Parts Recyclers; Motor Vehicle Crushers; and Scrapped Motor Vehicle Dealers and anyone else who crushes, bales, shears or shreds vehicles comply with the mercury switch regulations. This BMP does not supersede any federal, state or local regulations.

BMPs for Removing Mercury Light Switches:

1. Inspection for mercury switches is recommended before crushing, baling, shearing or shredding a vehicle.

2. Mercury switches are typically found inside the hood or trunk light assemblies, or inside a plastic casing attached to the hood or trunk hinge. A list of specific vehicles with mercury convenience lighting is available from the Department of Environmental Quality.
3. If you find a hood or trunk light and there is no mechanical switch, then it probably has a mercury switch.

4. If you are not sure whether a hood or trunk light has a mercury switch, assume that it does and remove it anyway.

5. Mercury switches can be removed anytime before the vehicles are crushed, baled, sheared or shredded.

BMPs for Removing (ABS) Modules:
1. Locate ABS module. Typically the modules are located in the floor board behind the driver’s front seat. Carpet and seats may need to be removed to gain access to the module. Once located, release the wiring harness from the assembly.

2. Remove retaining bolts or hardware.

3. Place the entire assembly into a properly labeled container.

4. On Jeep Grand Cherokees, the module can be found under the left rear seat along the center drive tunnel.

5. On Ford Explorers, Mountaineers, and Rangers, the module can be best removed while vehicle is on a lift. The module can be found on the left frame rail under the driver’s seat.

BMPs for Storing Mercury Switches:

1. A properly labeled container that has a tight-fitting lid, such as a plastic 5-gallon bucket, or a plastic-lined 55-gallon drum is good place to store mercury switches.
2. Scrappers must join the ELVS Program by calling 877.225.ELVS or 248.788.6656. The End of Life Vehicle Solutions (ELVS) program will provided buckets and collection of convenience light switches only.  
http://www.elvsolutions.org/contact.html
3. ABS switches and non-ELVS participant switches can simple be stored in a 5 gallon bucket.  Label the container “Universal Waste – Mercury Switches.”

4. Store mercury switches inside the container after removing them from inside the light assembly or casing. After you remove the mercury switch you can handle the casing or light assembly as waste.

5. You may store the mercury switches for up to 1 year after they are placed inside the container.  You will need to document the container service date.  Writing the first use date on the container is recommended.

BMPs for Marking Vehicles:
Vehicles destined for crushers, bales, shears or shredding must be marked to indicate the absence or removal mercury switches.  A typical marking scheme used to mark the exterior of the vehicle is as follows:

N:  no switch found

S:  switch found

S, slashed:  switch removed

ABS, slashed: ABS removed

