Appliance Mercury Switch Removal Best Management Practices
This best management practice (BMP) is guidance to help appliance refurbishes, recyclers, dismantlers, retailers and anyone else who crushes, bales, dismantles, shears or shreds or discards appliances to comply with the mercury switch regulations.  This BMP does not supersede any federal, state or local regulations.

BMPs for Removing Mercury Switches:

1. Inspection for mercury switches is required before crushing, baling, shearing or shredding an appliance.

2. Mercury switches are typically found inside a lid or door light assemblies, or inside a plastic casing attached to the lid. A list of specific appliances with mercury convenience lighting is available from the Department of Environmental Quality. 
3. If you find a lid light and there is no mechanical switch, then it probably has a mercury switch.

4. If you are not sure whether a chest freezer or a gas appliance has a mercury switch, assume that it does and remove it anyway.

5. Mercury switches can be removed anytime before the appliances are crushed, baled, sheared or shredded.

BMPs for Storing Mercury Switches:

1. A properly labeled container that has a tight-fitting lid, such as a plastic 5-gallon bucket, or a plastic-lined 55-gallon drum is good place to store mercury switches.
2. Mercury switches can simple be stored in a 5 gallon bucket.  Label the container “Universal Waste – Mercury Switches.” Mercury device Universal Waste Handlers often provide the containers.
3. Store mercury switches inside the container after removing them from inside the light assembly or casing. After you remove the mercury switch you can handle the casing or light assembly as ordinary waste.

4. You may store the mercury switches for up to 1 year after they are placed inside the container.  You will need to document the container service date.  Writing the first use date on the container is recommended.

BMPs for Marking Appliances:
Appliances destined for crushes, bales, shears or shredding must be marked to indicate the absence or removal mercury switches.  A typical marking scheme used to mark the exterior of the appliance is as follows:

N:  no switch found

S: slashed:  switch removed

Documents helpful for identifying mercury-containing appliance switches are available on the DEQ website: www.deq.louisiana.gov/
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