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Environmental Leadership Awards recognize voluntary pollution reductions

BATON ROUGE - Today, Secretary Peggy Hatch of the Louisiana Department of Environmental Quality was
joined by Representative Gordon Dove, Chairman of the House Natural Resource Committee, to recognize
environmental achievements at the 2011 Environmental Leadership Program Awards ceremony. New and existing
members of ELP were commended for their voluntary pollution prevention efforts, community environmental
education and outreach initiatives. The ceremony highlighted projects that went above and beyond regulatory
compliance to substantially improve the quality of the environment. In 2011, the ELP enrolled 22 new members.

Collectively, the efforts of ELP members in 2011 removed 212,433,714 pounds of pollutants from the environment,
including Green House Gas (GHG) emissions, criteria pollutants, copper catalyst, aerosol cans, solid waste, used oil,
etc. Additionally, 189,562 kilowatt hours in energy usage were reduced through the “Green Team” Campaign.
Members were able to reduce the usage of approximately 51 million gallons of water. Nearly three million pounds of
material were recycled including 2.2 million pounds of recycled electronic waste and 600,000 pounds of “ZooDoo
Gold” from Audubon Zoo. A complete list of projects and honorees can be viewed on the DEQ Web site,
www.deq.louisiana.gov/elp.

A special recognition award was presented to ExxonMobilBR Refinery and Chemical Plant for their collaborative
efforts with the LA Earth Day Science Challenge. More than 150 students from eight area middle and high
schools competed for prizes by creating hands-on, interactive science demonstrations that reflect an
awareness and appreciation for the earth’s environment. Each participating school received a $500 volunteer
involvement grant and certificate of participation.

“The Environmental Leadership Program is a great way to recognize those who have worked to combat pollution,
spearhead community outreach efforts, or present educational programs that make a positive difference in the quality
of Louisiana’s environment,” said DEQ Secretary Peggy Hatch. “The program also encourages students to participate
in protecting their environment.”

The ELP began in 1995 as a cooperative effort between DEQ and participating companies in the state. Today, any
company, federal entity, municipality, non-governmental organization, school or university or individual committed
to improving the quality of the state’s environment is eligible to join the program. For more information on the ELP,
please contact Linda Brown at 225-219-3954 or visit the DEQ Web Site at www.deg.louisiana.gov/elp .
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