Assumption, Lafourche, and Terrebonne Parishes
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A public education campaign was launched for Assumption, Lafourche, and Terrebonne Parishes in August of 2006 and four community meetings were held in the area.  A drinking water protection committee has been formed for these three parishes which are located within the Barataria and Terrebonne Basins.  This committee is made up of local citizens, water system personnel and local government to protect their drinking water sources. The primary drinking water source in two of the three parishes is Bayou Lafourche.  Problems with the bayou are shown to the right and discussed below.  Working goals for the committee and LDEQ were formed based on input from local citizens in the form of a survey/questionnaire, by communication with local citizens during the public awareness campaign, and through input on areas of concern from committee members.

Two committee meetings were held during the fourth quarter.  They were held on April 26 and June 14, 2007. On April 26, Karen Fisher-Brasher of the Louisiana Department of Environmental Quality gave a presentation on Household Hazardous Materials Collection.  The committee also discussed used oil recycling, sewage issues, and gave updates on visits to potential sources of contamination.  At the June 14 meeting, the committee gave updates on all of its current work. 

Committee members and LDEQ have visited facilities that are potential sources of contamination to educate them on best management practices to prevent pollution from getting into the waterways. Of the facilities visited, 219 are located within the drainage area for Bayou Lafourche.  Since urban runoff has also been identified as a significant contributor of nonpoint source pollution into Bayou Lafourche, it is important that these facilities know that prudent operation on site is important so that contaminants do not end up beyond their premises and in the bayou. Visits to potential sources of contamination have been completed.
Algae in Bayou Lafourche








