Lafayette Parish Drinking Water Protection Committee
Summary of Third Meeting

October 5, 2006
Lafayette, LA
In attendance: Bill Chaumont, Allen "Coach" Conque, Carrol Duplechin, Yenter Tu, Karl Waterman, Toni Dronet, Brian Jason Moresi, George Placher, John Becht, Steven Thibodeaux, Dale Bourgeois; from LDEQ -  Mary Gentry, Tiffani Cravens, Howard Fielding
The committee wishes to thank Steven Thibodeaux and his company, S & L Services, for providing the meal for the meeting.  Steven contacted the drinking water protection team prior to the meeting and offered to provide the food.  It was delicious and greatly appreciated.  Thanks Steven!
Congratulations went out to Allen “Coach” Conque on his re-election to the Carencro City Council!

SPSOC Visits Progress
Broussard (32) – Brian Jason Moresi


Carencro (30) – Angie Arnold


Duson (0) – Tim Duex


Lafayette (153) (5 packets) – Tim Duex


Lafayette Parish Water District North (3) – Bruce Davidson


Lafayette Parish Water District South (9) – Karl Waterman


Milton W.S. (12) – Angie Arnold


Youngsville (6) – Tim Duex

A progress report was given on the visits to significant potential sources of contamination.  Tim Duex was unable to attend the meeting because he was on a field trip but did send an update.  Progress has been made and the students are busy working on their respective areas.  In fact one group e-mailed him and said that they were done checking all the sites in the assigned map area, so he told them to check for any SPSOC's that weren't listed.  He thinks the students will be finished by this time next month because they have a report due to him about that time.  This takes care of the City of Lafayette, Duson, and Youngsville.  Great progress in just one month!
Mr. Moresi began his visits and reported that reception has been good.  He completed 7 and continues to work on them as time permits.  He also identified one new business and spoke to them.  Since he has 32 visits plus new businesses and is working on his own he could really use some help.  HINT!

Mr. Water man completed his 9 visits for Lafayette Parish Water District South and said he got good reception from everyone.  Good job!

Introduction of Drinking Water Protection Ordinance

Mr. Howard Fielding, Supervisor of the Aquifer Evaluation & Protection Section at LDEQ gave a presentation on the benefits of adopting a drinking water protection ordinance and reviewed the elements of the model ordinance.  Handouts for the presentation included:
· Newspaper article about a drinking water contamination case in the Village of Gilbert, LA

· Impacts of ground water contamination nationwide

· Contamination incidents statewide

· Ordinances passed statewide

· Summary of model ordinance elements

· Model ordinance

Howard discussed the contamination case in Gilbert, LA at some length.  They had two wells that were 96 feet deep and were within 1000 feet of an abandoned gas station that had closed in the early 1980’s.  When the station closed, the owner could not account for 50% of his inventory – it was all going into the ground from leaking underground storage tanks (USTs).  This was before gas stations were even regulated – DEQ did not even come into existence until 1984.  The soil on the property was so saturated with gasoline it could be ignited.  The ground water contamination eventually reached both of Gilbert’s wells in 1992 and they were forced to shut them down.  They had to tie into a neighboring supply while locating another area to drill two new wells.  The cost of drilling the wells alone was $250,000.  To date, over 1 million dollars has been spent cleaning up the site and the cleanup is not complete.  This is just one of the many examples of ground water contamination in the state impacting drinking water wells and the high cost of cleanup.
It was emphasized that the model ordinance is a model – it can be changed to fit the needs of each individual governing body.

City Council members Dale Bourgeois from Lafayette City-Parish and Allen “Coach” Conque from Carencro were present at the meeting, are interested in the ordinance, and plan to present it to their city attorneys for review.
Q & A

Are there existing setback distances for oil and gas wells from drinking water wells?

Currently, there are not.  However, oil and gas activities are listed in Section 5 of the model ordinance as “prohibited uses” so if a governing body adopted the ordinance with oil and gas activity listed in Section 5, the setback would be 1000 feet for new wells.  Existing wells are grandfathered under Section 6.
How often are the grandfathered businesses referred to in Section 6 inspected?

This varies depending on the type of facility.  For example, gas stations have to send monthly inventory reports to DEQ and there inspected on a regular basis (not sure of the exact inspection schedule).  Hazardous waste generators also have to file reports and are inspected.  Businesses that are discharging into a waterway or even a ditch must have permits to do so and are subject to inspection under the permit.  Inspection schedules can vary from quarterly to one year.
What is the status of the company wanting to add to salt dome storage for natural gas beneath Lake Peigneaur, using very large quantities of Chicot Aquifer water to flush the caverns and how does the drinking water protection staff feel about it?
This activity is regulated by the Department of Natural Resources and as of now, the permit has been denied after the governor’s office halted the work and called for an environmental impact study after residents and local officials spoke out against it.  The drinking water protection staff does have concerns about protection and conservation of the aquifer. 

  
Next Meeting

The next meeting will be held on November 2, 2006 at 6:00 PM, tentatively at the Lafayette City-Parish Council Chambers.  The meeting location will be announced in the meeting invitation that goes out approximately two weeks prior to the meeting.
Keep up the great work!


