Acadia Parish Program Updates

· The Acadia Parish Drinking Water Protection Community Meeting was held in Rayne, LA on April 1, 2004.  Twenty-one attendees signed up to join the Acadia Parish Drinking Water Protection Committee.

· The committee elected Mr. Nick Simoneaux of South Rayne Water Corporation to chair the committee.

· The committee has visited local businesses identified as potential sources of contamination to the public water supply wells in the parish.  They spoke to the owners and gave them educational brochures on best management practices they can use to keep the water supply safe.  They also gave the business owners Drinking Water Protection Partner decals to post in their doors or windows to show their participation in the program.  Look for them in businesses near you!

· As of April 2005 the committee membership has grown to 35 members.

· Ms. Margaret Frey of the LSU Cooperative Extension Service was elected as the media chair for the committee.  She has written several articles on abandoned wells, septic tanks, and used oil and had them published in local newspapers.  Great job!

· The City of Rayne, the Town of Church Point, the Town of Iota, the City of Crowley, and the Acadia Parish Police Jury adopted drinking water protection ordinances to protect the public supply wells within their jurisdictions.

· The Drinking Water Protection Committee has developed a list of used oil recycling centers in the parish.

· Pamphlets on septic tank care and maintenance published by the LSU Cooperative Extension Service and LDEQ were delivered to the parish sanitarian’s office.  When new septic tanks are installed the owners will receive a copy so they can learn how to properly maintain their system and protect our water resources.

· Mrs. Jodi White from the LA Department of Health and Hospitals gave a presentation to the committee on backflow prevention and provided fact sheets.  Mr. A.J. Broussard of the Acadia Parish Police Jury provided copies of the backflow prevention fact sheets to the Farm Bureau Board for distribution to local farmers.  Another great education effort!

· In March 2005, Mr. Nick Simoneaux resigned as committee chairman.  Mr. Donald Hilliard was elected as the new chairman.

· An award ceremony was held on July 28, 2005 at the Rayne Civic Center to recognize the committee members for their outstanding efforts in protecting drinking water.  Mayor James Petitjean graciously provided the facility and a meal.  The Acadia Parish Drinking Water Protection Committee is as follows:
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Congratulations Acadia Parish for a job well done!

