Acadia Parish Drinking Water Protection Committee Meeting

June 30, 2005 at 6:30 PM

Meeting called to order by Don Hilliard. In attendance:
Mike Judice – City of Rayne Water

A.J. Broussard – Acadia Parish Police Jury

Margaret Frey – LSU Cooperative Extension

Pat Gautreaux – Crowley

Andrew Gautreaux - Crowley

Curtis Thibodeaux – APT Controls

Gregory Richard – Crowley

Donald Hilliard - Crowley

Jeff Bouillion – Rayne

William Stewart – Crowley

Bill Chaumont – LA Rural Water Association

Nick Simoneaux – South Rayne Water

Mike Pastor – South Rayne Water

Kirk Cormier – Egan Water

Kathy Cormier – Egan Water

Steven Thibodeaux – South Rayne Water

Tiffani Cravens - LDEQ

Mary Gentry – LDEQ

Evening meal provided by LDEQ
Minutes from May meeting accepted.

Status of Ordinance

Acadia Police Jury – the ordinance was approved by the review committee and must go through a 30-day public comment period.  It will most likely be approved at the Police Jury meeting on August 2, 2005.
Crowley – the City of Crowley is waiting on the decision of the Police Jury.  If the Police Jury passes it Crowley will also.

Award Ceremony

The committee has been a big success in Acadia Parish.  They have completed all of the tasks suggested by DEQ in the Drinking Water Protection Program.  To recognize their success there will be an award ceremony on July 28th at 6:30 PM in the Rayne Civic Center Green Room.  Family and friends of the committee are invited and DEQ strongly encouraged the committee to invite the media.  Mayor Petitjean of Rayne has graciously offered to provide a meal for the event.  In order to determine how much food to prepare everyone needs to RSVP to Mary or Tiffani at DEQ by July 21.  Announcements will be sent out soon.

While DEQ (Mary and Tiffani) will be moving on to other parishes, they are strongly encouraging the committee to continue to meet as they see fit.  An updated roster will be provided to all committee members so they may keep in touch.  It was suggested they hold a meeting in August and invite someone from the Avoyelles Parish Water Operator Group to give a presentation on how they can organize a group in Acadia Parish and build off the membership of the Drinking Water Protection Committee.  This would be especially important for water operators who still need continuing education credits.  Bill Chaumont with the Louisiana Rural Water Association has information on the Avoyelles Parish group.  Mary and Tiffani will be available if needed in the future.  They also offered a sincere thank you to all of the committee members who have been dedicated to the program over the last year.
Water operators were also reminded that they can attend drinking water committee meetings in other parishes to receive continuing education credits.  The meetings are announced on the DEQ website at www.deq.la.gov under Events/Notices.  You can also choose to receive announcements by mail by letting Tiffani or Mary know which parishes you are interested in.  Currently, they are working in Vermilion, St. Landry, and Natchitoches, and they will be working in Jefferson Davis and Calcasieu at the end of the summer. 

There will be an award ceremony on July 28th at the Rayne Civic Center Green Room at 6:30 PM!
Meeting adjourned.







