Acadia Parish Drinking Water Protection Committee Meeting

May 27, 2005 at 6:30 PM

Meeting called to order by Mary Gentry. In attendance:
Mike Judice – City of Rayne Water

A.J. Broussard – Acadia Parish Police Jury

Margaret Frey – LSU Cooperative Extension

Curtis Thibodeaux – APT Controls

Walton Thibodeaux – APT Controls

Gregory Richard – Crowley

Ervin Brasseaux – Crowley

Mary M. Brasseaux – Crowley

Jeff Bouillion – Rayne

William Stewart – Crowley

Bill Chaumont – LA Rural Water Association

Greg Arabie – LA Rural Water Association

Ron Levy – LSU Cooperative Extension

Bill Branch – LSU Cooperative Extension

Nick Simoneaux – South Rayne Water

Mike Pastor – South Rayne Water

Kirk Cormier – Egan Water

Kathy Cormier – Egan Water

Steven Thibodeaux – South Rayne Water

Kermit Duplechin – City of Rayne Water

Tiffani Cravens - LDEQ

Mary Gentry – LDEQ

Howard Fielding - LDEQ

Evening meal provided by LDEQ
Introductions

Minutes from May meeting accepted.

Status of Ordinance

Ron Levy, representing the Rice Growers Association, presented the ordinance with changes approved by the Rice Growers Association.  A copy of the amended ordinance and a page listing the changes were distributed to the attendees, see attached.  
Mr. Levy defended the amendments to the ordinance, citing the plight of the overregulated farmers.  He also mentioned the “Freedom To Farm Act”, to which there were questions to whether that was federal and/or state act.  Mr. Levy said that it didn’t matter what the ordinance stated, because of the “Freedom To Farm Act”, an ordinance cannot impede farming activities (example:  restricting placement of an irrigation well).  There was much debate back and forth about future installation of irrigation wells (and the above ground storage tanks associated with them) and public supply wells.  It was determined that public supply wells installed after the ordinance was passed would not put anyone with existing facilities out of compliance with the ordinance.
Howard Fielding voiced serious opposition to leaving out irrigation wells (and the above ground storage tanks associated with them) from the “Prohibited Uses” section of the ordinance.  After committee discussion, the committee agreed to input language strongly discouraging future irrigation wells (and the above ground storage tanks associated with them) and public supply wells from locating within 1000’ of each other.
It was decided Mr. Fielding would formulate the language and input it into the ordinance.  This ordinance will then be sent to the Police Jury legal council and Mayor Delahoussaye of Crowley.  Mr. Levy or Fred Zaunbrecher will send a letter to the jury and the mayor stating the Rice Growers Association endorses the amended ordinance.
The next meeting will be on June 30th at the Rayne Civic Center Green Room.

Meeting adjourned.







