Acadia Parish Drinking Water Protection Committee Meeting

April 28, 2005 at 6:30 PM

Meeting called to order by Don Hilliard. In attendance:
Mike Judice – City of Rayne Water

A.J. Broussard – Acadia Parish Police Jury

Margaret Frey – LSU Cooperative Extension

Donald Hilliard – Crowley

Andrew Gautreaux – Crowley

Pat Gautreaux - Crowley

Dave Thomas – Calpine

Curtis Thibodeaux – APT Controls

Walton Thibodeaux – APT Controls

Gregory Richard – Crowley

Ervin Brasseaux – Crowley

Mary M. Brasseaux – Crowley

Jeff Bouillion – Rayne

William Stewart – Crowley

Bill Chaumont – LA Rural Water Association

Greg Arabie – LA Rural Water Association

Bruce Darling – LBG-Guyton Associates

Mary Gentry – LDEQ

Special thanks to Bruce Darling for the delicious pizza and for presenting his work on ground water management in Louisiana!
Introductions

Minutes from March meeting accepted.
Status of Ordinance

The ordinance has not yet been put back on the Police Jury agenda.  Ron Levy is still making changes and will give the final revised copy to the committee for review before it goes back to the Police Jury.
It was decided that a subcommittee should be formed to promote passage of the ordinance by the Police Jury.  The first step is to get the Rice Growers Association and the Farm Bureau to accept it.  The subcommittee should consist of Greg Arabie from Louisiana Rural Water Association, A.J. (Fatty) Broussard from the Police Jury, Ron Levy – County Agent, Jeff Bouillion from the Farm Bureau, Fred Zaunbrecher from the Rice Growers Association, and possibly Jackie Loewer.

Louisiana One Call

Mary Gentry gave a brief discussion of the important service provided by LA One Call and provided an information card.  Those in the utility business should be aware of it but it’s also important for the average homeowner to utilize this service.  One of the ways drinking water can become contaminated is by cutting a water line so this is a valuable drinking water protection tool….and it’s the law!

Presentation on Ground Water Management In Louisiana
A presentation on Ground Water Management in Louisiana was given by Bruce Darling from LBG-Guyton Associates.  Bruce worked on producing a report for the Louisiana Ground Water Management Commission to develop a statewide management plan.  The report is very comprehensive and divides the state into three major aquifer systems for management approaches.  It is divided into three volumes and the important long term management issues for the Chicot aquifer are found in Volume 2.  He provided a CD copy of the report.  Bruce can be contacted at 337-257-0206 or by email at bdarling@lbg-guyton.com if anyone is interested in further discussion or additional copies of the report.
Other Business

Mr. Broussard provided the backflow prevention fact sheets from the last meeting to the Farm Bureau Board for distribution to the farmers.  Way to go on those educational efforts!
The next meeting will be on May 26th at the Rayne Civic Center Green Room.

Meeting adjourned.

