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HaroLD LEGGETT, PH.D.
SECRETARY

BoBBY JINDAL
GOVERNOR

L

State of L

DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY
ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES
OCT 0 2 2009

CERTIFIED MAIL, 7009 1680 0001 7227 3759
RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED

File No.: LA0091961
Al No.: 9789
Activity No.: PER20090001

Mr. Kirk Meche

Gulf Island Fabrication, Inc.

East Yard, West Yard, and Southport
Post Office Box 310

Houma, LA 70361

RE:  Draft Major Modification of Louisiana Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (LPDES) permit
LA0091961, East Yard, West Yard, and Southport, located at 533 Thompson Road in Houma,
Terrebonne Parish.

Dear Mr. Meche:

Your letter received on August 20, 2009 regarding the modification of LPDES permit LA0091961 has been
| evaluated. The draft modification is as follows:

1. Outfall 012 has been added for the intermittent discharge of facility ballast water, dry dock ballast
water, and void water from the proposed dry dock. Changes were made to the permit under Part 1,
{(Page 19b of 19) and Part Il (Paragraphs O-U, Pages 7a-7d).

Attached are the revisions to the Effluent Limitations and Monitoring Requirements Part [ (Page 19b of 19)
i and Part II (Paragraphs O-U, Pages 7a-7d), and the modified Title Page for the requested modification(s).
| Please note that this is a DRAFT MODIFICATION only. Authorization to change your discharges will be
1 granted only upon the receipt of an approved modification from this Office. All other conditions of the
| permit shall continue unchanged and remain valid until the expiration date of the permit. In accordance
with LAC 33:IX.3105.B.2, only those permit limitations and conditions pertaining to the draft modification
are open for public comment.

This Office will publish a public notice one time in the local newspaper of general circulation, and in the
Department of Environmental Quality Public Notice Mailing List. A copy of the public notice containing
the specific requirements for commenting to this draft permit action will be sent under separate cover at the
time the public notice is arranged. In accordance with LAC 33:TX.6521.A, the applicant shal] receive and is
responsible for paying the invoice(s) from the newspaper(s). LAC 33:IX.6521 states, "...The costs of
publication shall be borne by the applicant.”

heet is also attached to this draft permit.

letter as applicable. Please note that a copy of the fee rating
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" Gulf Island Fabrication, Inc.

East Yard, West Yard, and Southport
RE: LAQO091961, Al No. 9789
Page 2

Pursuant to LAC 33:IX.1309.1, LAC 33:1X.6509.A.1 and LAC 33:1.1701, you must pay any outstanding
fees to the Department. Therefore, you are encouraged to verify your facility's fee status by contacting
LDEQ's Office of Management and Finance, Financial Services Division (225) 219-3863 or accessing
LDEQ's web site at www.deg.louisiana.gov. Failure to pay in the manner and time prescribed could result
in applicable enforcement actions as prescribed in the Environmental Quality Act, including, but not
limited to, revocation or suspension of the applicable permit and/or assessment of a civil penalty against
you,

Should you have any questions concerning any part of the DRAFT PERMIT MODIFICATION(S), public
notice requirements, or fee, please contact Ronda Burtch, Office of Environmental Services, at the address
on the preceding page, telephone (225) 219-3095. To ensure that all correspondence regarding this facility
is properly filed, please reference your Agency Interest number 9789 and LPDES permit number
LA0091961 on all future correspondence to this Department.

Sincerely,

(),deﬁa/v-p

Jesse Chang, Environmental Scientist Manager
Industrial Water Permits Section

rlb
Attachment(s) including modified permit pages, statement of basis, and fee sheet

¢ Ronda Burtch
Water Permits Division

10-wW

ec: Ms. Gayle Denino
Office of Management & Finance

Permit Compliance Unit
Office of Environmental Compliance

Molly McKean
Cheryl Leleune
Water Permits Division

Public Participation Group (for PN)
Office of Environmental Assistance




LDEQ-EDMS Document 43473358, Page 3 of 21

PERMIT No.: 1.A0091961
Al No.: 9789

DRAFT

LOUISIANA

OFFICE OF ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES

Water Discharge Permit

Pursuant to the Clean Water Act, as amended (33 U.S.C, 1251 et seq.), and the Louisiana Envirenmental Quality
Act, as amended (La. R. 8. 30:2001 et seq.), rules and regulations effective or promulgated under the autbhority of
said Acts, and in reliance on statements and representations heretofore made in the application, a Louisiana
Pollutant Discharge Elimination System permit is issued authorizing

Gulf Island Fabrication, Inc.

East Yard, West Yard, and Southport
Post Office Box 310

Houma, LA 70361

Type Facility: fabricator of offshore oil and gas structures
Location: . 583 Thompson Road in Houma

Terrebonne Parish
Receiving Waters: Houma Navigation Canal (Subsegment 120509)

to discharge in accordance with effluent limitations, monitoring requirements, and other conditions set forth in Parts
I, 11, and III attached hereto.

This permit and the authorization to discharge were effective on March 1, 2007, and shall expire five (5) years from
the original effective date of the permit.

The permit was previously modified on January 1, 2009 to add a sanitary wastewater outfall.

This modification shall become effective on

Issued on

Cheryl Sonnier Nolan
|_Assistant Secretary

GALVEZ BUILDING (1602 N. FIFTH STREET JP.C. BOX 4313 IBATON ROUGE, LA 70821-4313 [(225) 219-3181
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Part |

Modified Page 19b of 19
Draft Permit No. LA0091961
Al No. 9789

EFFLUENT LIMITATIONS AND MONITORING REQUIREMENTS (continued)

During the period beginning__the effective date _and lasting through__the expiration date _the permittee is authorized to
discharge from:

Outfall 012, the intermittent discharge of facility ballast water, dry dock ballast water, and void water.

Such discharges shall be limited and monitored by the permittee as specified below:

Effluent Characteristic Discharge Limitations Monitoring Requirements *
Other Units
(Ibs/day, UNLESS STATED) (mg/L, UNLESS STATED)

STORET Meonthly  Daily Monthly  Daily Measurement  Sample

Code Average  Maximum Average Maximum Frequency Type
Flow-MGD 50050 Report Report - - l/event Estimate
COD 00340 250 levent > Grab
Oil & Grease 03582 - - - 15 l/event Grab
Visible Sheen 84066 No Presence 1/day* Observation
pH 00400 - - 6.0* 9.0* 1/event Grab
(Standard Units) (Min) (Max)

There shall be no discharge of floating solids or visible foam in other than trace amounts, nor of free oil or other oil
materials, nor of toxic materials in quantities such as to cause acute toxicity to aquatic organisms.

Samples taken in compliance with the monitoring requirements specified above shall be taken at the following location(s):

Outfall 012, at the point of discharge, from the vessel/dry dock, prior to combining with other waters.

FOOTNOTE(SY;

: See Part I1 Paragraph P.

Discharge shall be sampled whenever there is a presence of a visible sheen.
When discharging.

The permitiee shall report on the Discharge Monitoring Reports both the minimum and maximum instantaneous
pH values measured. .
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Part 11

Modified Page 7a of 7

Draft Permit No. LA0091961
Al No. 9789

OTHER REQUIREMENTS (continued)

0.

GENERAL REQUIREMENTS FOR VESSELS

General requirements for vessels carrying all types of cargo and/or supporting activity, i.e., vessel
washing, work vessels, bunkering vessels, midstream refueling vessels, vessels carrying coal, coke,
grain, rock, chemical, or any other cargo are described in the following. Please note: The General
Requirements for vessels does apply to all vessels. However, for numbers 1 and 2, the
permittee is responsible for permittee vessels only. Requirement 3 is specific to the entire
facility, therefore the SPC plan should include, in general terms, other vessels being repaired.
The permittee would be responsible for meeting requirements 4 and 5 for all vessels at the
facility.

Best Management Practices (BMP) shall be used to prevent the discharge of contaminated waters or
cargo and shall be at least equivalent to the following:

1. Louisiana Administrative Code Title 33:1X.9 Spill Prevention and Control (SPC) does
apply to all tanks and equipment mounted on vessel surfaces as well as to any tanks on
shore. All pumps, tanks, vessels or other equipment on work or washwater vessels shall be
placed on impervious decks and provided with spill containment systems such as curbs,
gutters, sumps or absorbents and drip pans capable of retaining spills of oil and other
materials. .

2. With respect to work and washwater vessel surfaces, LAC 33:IX.907.F.]1 referring to
containment i1s modified to include a requirement that the containment volume must be
sufficient to contain the volume of the largest tank or vessel on the vessel surface, or 35%
of the total volume of all tanks or vessels mounted on the vessel surface, whichever is
larger. ‘

3. If applicable, the facility SPC plan is required to be prepared and implemented within 180
days of the final permit effective date.

4. Wastewaters generated in the process of washing vessel deck surfaces may be discharged
provided: a.) residual oil and other contaminants that may be present on the deck surface are
removed before the washing takes place, by means of absorbents or other appropriate
methods that prevent oil and other contaminants from entering the waterway; and b.) if a
cleaning agent is used in the wash process, it is one that is biodegradable.

5. Wastewaters generated, prior to vessel maintenance and/or repair, in the process of
hydroblasting (or pressure washing) of the vessel exteriors (excluding decks, refer to
number 4 above) may be discharged provided that if a cleaning agent is used in the wash

process, it is one that is biodegradable
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Part 11

Modified Page 7b of 7

Draft Permit No. LAG091961
Al No. 9789

P. FACILITY BALLAST WATER. DRY DOCK BALLAST WATER, AND/OR VOID WATER

The volume and pH of all discharges of facility ballast water, dry dock ballast water, and/or void
water from work, treatment, spar, office vessels, or dry dock(s), the date of discharge, the presence
or absence of a sheen, and the location of the discharge must be recorded in a daily operating log, a
copy of which is to be submitted to LDEQ quarterly with the facility's Discharge Monitoring
Reports. Discharges which exceed the specified limits must be reported to DEQ as excursions. As
used in this paragraph, "facility ballast water" means water that has accumulated in vessels which
are either semi-permanently or permanently moored at the facility or ballast water discharged as a
result of shipbuilding or repairs. "Dry dock ballast water” means water that has been
pumped/flooded into a dry dock by the permittee for the purpose of maintenance and/or inspection
of a vessel.

Facility ballast water, dry dock ballast water, and/or void water may be discharged without
sampling for COD and/or TOC (if applicable) and Oil & Grease provided there is no visible sheen.

Q. Coverage under this LPDES permit does not exempt the facility from compliance with the
requirements of the EPA Vessel General Permit For Discharges Incidental To The Normal
Operation of Vessels (See htip://www.epa.gov/npdes/vessels).

R. BILGE AND/OR SLOP WATERS:

The discharge of bilge and/or slops waters is not permitted.

S. The LPDES permit authorizes the discharge from the Gulf Island Fabrication site (East Yard, West
Yard, and Southport). There shall be no discharge within one mile upstream of any drinking water
intake, The permittee is responsible for determining the existence and the location of the nearest
drinking water intake prior to each discharge.

T. DRY DOCKS

The following Best Management Practices (BMPs) shall be applied to the operation of the dry

dock.

1. The dry dock shall be cleared of all construction related trash and debris prior to being
flooded.

2. In the event of leakage or spill of any contaminant into or onto the dry dock, said

contaminant shall be removed prior to flooding of the dry dock.

3, Each vessel to be sandblasted or abraswe blastcd shall be checked for lead content in the

the dry dock for proper alsposal prior to flooding of the dry dock.
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| Part I1
| Modified Page 7c of 7
Draft Permit No. LA0091961
Al No. 9789
4, Deposits of blastiﬁg debris in the water shall be minimized by using the following or similar
controls:
a. Install mesh/plastic/tarpaulin-like curtain or net around the dry dock to be used for

a.

b.

blasting and/or spray-painting in such a manner as to minimize the discharge of
airborne fugitive dust and/or paint to the water. Wherever possible, the bottom edge
of the curtain shall be weighted to allow the curtain to withstand light winds. The
curtain shall be in place whenever any blasting/spray painting operations are
conducted.

Upon completion of each blasting job on the dry dock, blasting debris shall be
collected from under the vessel by means of air pressure or other appropriate
methods and then swept, vacuumed or otherwise removed prior to flooding the dry
dock.

In the event that the structure of a vessel to be blasted or painted prohibits the use of
the curtain, the appropriate DEQ regional office will be notified 24 hours in
advance of the situation.

5. The discharge of accumulated river silts/sediments within the dry dock or “demucking” the
dry dock is allowed provided the following:

Note: this will be a State only requirement if this discharge is covered under a United States
Corps of Engineers 404 permit per LAC 33:1X.2315.A.2.

There is no visible sheen associated with the discharge.

The accumulated silts/sediments are discharged directly into the waterbody in
which the silts/sediments have originated.

The silt/sediments have accumulated as a result of normal dry dock operations and
are composed entirely of silts/sediments from the waterbody in which the dry dock
ballast water originated.

The silts/sediments have not come into contact with pollutants or have been
contaminated as a result of a leak or spill of pollutants into the dry dock.

The silts/sediments are discharged in such a manner that would not impede the
natural flow of the receiving waterbody, or would not violate instream water quality
standards for turbidity. For instance, discharging the silts/sediments on a regular
schedule to reduce the amount being discharged at one time.
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Part I

Modified Page 7d of 7

Draft Permit No. LA0091961
Al No. 9789

uU. VESSEL SANDBLASTING OR ABRASIVE BLASTING PROVISIONS

Sandblasting or abrasive blasting at locations other than dry docks shall comply with the following

BMPs:

1. When blasting the horizontal surface of a vessel, the work shall be done from the outer
perimeter inward so as to direct the blasting debnis toward the center of the vessel where it
is to be collected.

2. When blasting vertical surfaces from the deck of a work vessel, the operator shall position
the work vessel in such a manner as to maximize the probability that any airborne material
will settle on the surface of the work vessel rather than in the water.

3. The deck surface of a work vessel used for blasting work shall be constructed of a solid
material and shall be equipped with containment (either permanently mounted or
temporary) around the perimeter of the vessel to prevent accumulated debris from entering
the water.

4. The blasting debris on the deck of work vessels used for blasting shall be collected

frequently enough to prevent the accumulated blasting debris from entering the water.
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STATEMENT OF BASIS (Al No. 9789)

for modified draft Louisiana Pollutant Discharge Elimination System permit No. LA0091961 to discharge to
waters of the State of Louisiana.

THE APPLICANT IS: Gulf Island Fabrication, Inc.

East Yard, West Yard, and Southport
Post Office Box 310
Houma, LA 70361

ISSUING OFFICE: Louisiana Department of Environmental Quality (LDEQ)

Office of Environmental Services
Post Office Box 4313
Baton Rouge, Louisiana 70821-4313

PREPARED BY: Ronda Burtch

DATE PREPARED: September 29, 2009

1. PERMIT STATUS

A.

Reason for Permit Action:

Modification of an existing Louistana Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (LPDES) permit
to add Outfall 012, facility-wide ballast water, dry dock ballast water, and void water from a
proposed dry dock at the Gulf Island Fabrication (GIFI) site, following regulations promulgated
at LAC 33:IX.3105. Inaccordance with LAC 33:IX.3105.B.2, only those permit limitations and
conditions pertaining to the draft modification(s) are open for public comment.

LPDES permit— LA0091961
LPDES permit effective date: March 1, 2007
LPDES permit expiration date: February 28, 2012

Date Modification Request Received: August 20, 2009. OQutfall 012 will be added to the
existing individual permit and the renewal application, which is due in 2011. Therefore, a
major modification of the existing permit is being issued to add Outfall 012.

2. FACILITY INFORMATION

A.

FACILITY TYPE/ACTIVITY - fabricator of offshore 0il and gas structures

GIFI is comprised of three yards, East Yard (formerly know as the Main Yard), West Yard, and
Southport, located on the Houma Navigation Canal. GIFI is an existing facility which fabricates
offshore structures utilized by the o1l and gas industry. The facility currently discharges treated
sanitary wastewater, hydrostatic test wastewater, utility washwater, and industrial stormwater
runoff. The dry dock will include the intermittent discharge of facility ballast water, dry dock
ballast water, and void water. The dry dock will operate within the confines of the Gulf Island
Fabrication site (East Yard, West Yard, and Southport). The ballast tanks on the dock can hold
apprommate]y 2,500, 000 gallons of water and the ﬂoodable wmg wall sections can hold

3 075 000 gallons per dlscharge The dlscharges w111 occur approx1matelytw10e a month The
p iT, Tonn work, and industrial Services on a
variety of company vessels. Activities that will be occurring on the dock will include abrasive

blasiing, pressure washing, coating operations (painting), scraping of barmacles from vessels, as

Al £~ i | b | 1 e 4+ £
WCIL as Tuei, o1l, and watcr (Tansicrs.
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c. propagation of fish and wildlife
d. drinking water supply

TMDL STATUS

Subsegment 120509, Houma Navigation Canal - From Houma to Bayou Pelton, is not listed on LDEQ’s
Final 2006 303(d) List as impaired, and to date no TMDLs have been established. A reopener clause
will be established in the permit to allow for the requirement of more stringent effluent limitations and
requirements as imposed by any future TMDLs.

COMPLIANCE HISTORY/COMMENTS

1. OEC:

nforcement Actions — The Department 1ssued Consolidated Compliance Order & Notice o
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